A review of the clinical applications of elastic tractions in orthodontics.
Intermaxillary elastic traction to correct various malocclusions was first introduced in 1892 by Calvin Case. The types of elastics are distinguished according to their material, force production, and mode of application. All elastics vary in their characteristics presenting both advantages and disadvantages. Their composition plays an important role in their behavior when worn. The biomechanics of intermaxillary elastics determine their indications and contraindications.